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Open data:
What is it all about?
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What is ‘Open Data’?

‘A piece of data or content is open if anyone is free to 
use, reuse, and redistribute it — subject only, at most, to 
the requirement to attribute and/or share-alike.’

(source: http://opendefinition.org)
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What kinds of data can be open?  

Statistics (and time series)

Geographic, geospatial, meteorological data

Reference data (thesauri, vocabularies, ontologies, 
etc.)

Research data 

Data just about anything!

Resource management data

Metadata records
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A huge potential to unleash — 1

Public sector information

many areas of social and economic interest

a public good

high unrealised potential
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A huge potential to unleash — 2

Recent technology
New possibilities for:  

data publishing
data linking, mashing …
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Expected benefits

Foster economic activity & job growth: through 
applications, new products and services

Enhance openness and transparency of public bodies

Create new knowledge by linking data from different sources

Enhance informed decision making and civic 

participation
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Who will benefit?
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Who will benefit?

Society as a whole, but first and foremost, the main users will be: 

Open-data specialists and data journalists who follow up open-data 

issues

Application developers and enterprises to create new applications, 

new products and services from certain data
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Who will benefit?

But others will either use it or benefit as users of the applications, 

products and services developed

Academia, researchers for their research 

Journalists and data journalists for fact-finding

Public administrations, lobbyists for informed decision- and policy-

making

Citizens who are better informed and aided in their daily life
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Examples 
of data 
reuse
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Reuse of open data — Some examples
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Reuse of open data — Some examples: 1
FixMystreet (UK)
Crowd-source problem reporting 

http://www.fixmystreet.com/
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Reuse of open data — Some examples: 2

Wheelmap.org (DE) 

http://wheelmap.org/en/
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Reuse open data — Some examples: 3
Europe's energy
http://energy.publicdata.eu/ee/vis.html

http://energy.publicdata.eu/ee/vis.html
http://energy.publicdata.eu/ee/vis.html
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Reuse of open data — Some examples: 4
Evolution of EU legislation 
http://epdb.eu/eulegislation
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The EU and 
Open Data
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The EU and Open Data: legal framework 

Re-use of public sector information (PSI)
Directive 2013/37/EU amending Directive 2003/98/EC on the re-use of public sector 
information (PSI)

Aim → facilitate reuse of public sector information throughout the 
EU Member States 

Re-use of Commission documents
Commission Decision 2011/833/EU on the reuse of Commission documents

Aim → make data open by default and make it available under 
an Open Data Portal. The decision invites other EU institutions 
and bodies to follow suit.



publicdata.eu

Studies, research and work with data experts

Creation of: 

Other actions 
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G8 Open Data Charter (signed summer 2013) 

“We, the G8, agree that open data 
are an untapped resource with huge 
potential to encourage the building 
of stronger, more interconnected 
societies that better meet the needs 
of our citizens and allow innovation 
and prosperity to flourish.”
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G8 Open Data Charter 

The charter outlines 5 principles committed to by the G8 governments:

Open data by default

Releasing data for improved 
governance

Useable by all

Quality and quantity

Releasing data for 
innovation
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G8 Open Data Charter — in brief

5 principles including: all gov data published to be published as Open 
Data by default; quality and quantity; usable by all; 

14 high-value areas of data including: energy and the environment, 
health, science and research.

As part of the Collective Action Plan, G8 members pledged to produce 
action plans by the end of this year to implement the charter and 
encourage others to follow. 

The charter has significantly raised the political profile and urgency 
of Open Data. First time open data principles have been agreed to in 
an international forum! 

Compliance with the G8 Open Data Charter adheres with EU policy. 
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The EU and the G8 Open Data Charter 

1. Identify and make available core datasets held at EU level

2. Identify and make available high-value datasets held at EU level

3. Publish data on the EU Open Data Portal

4. Promote the application of the principles of the Charter in Member 
States through the revised PSI Directive and guidelines

5. Do supporting activities, outreach, consultation and engagement

6. Share experiences of work in open data

The EU has made 6 commitments to:
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The EU 
Open Data 
Portal

open-data.europa.eu



32The single point of access to a growing range of data 
held by the EU institutions and bodies



33Anyone can easily search, access, 
download and reuse EU open data via a 
catalogue of metadata
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Data is free to use and reuse for commercial or non-
commercial purposes
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Possible to link data

1 2

3 4

5
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Launched in December 2012 in beta mode. Announced 
in Dublin at the European Data Forum in April 2013. 

Beta version will be removed at the start of 2014.

The Publications Office is responsible for the operational 
management of the Portal while DG CONNECT of the 
European Commission implements open-data and reuse 
policy.
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How does it work? 

Data providers
provide metadata, 

host data

Data providers
provide metadata, 

host data

Users:
Search for data

Users:
Search for data

EU Open Data Portal
Catalogue of 

metadata

EU Open Data Portal
Catalogue of 

metadata
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A catalogue linking to data
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Why create an EU Open Data Portal?
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Why create an EU Open Data Portal?

Cleqr terms o
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The portal: main features — 1

Catalogue of metadata, data remains at the 
data provider's website (Data tab) 

Visualisation applications, displaying  
examples of graphical representation of data 
(Applications tab) 

Searching: human and machine (search box, 
SPARQL queries and API) 
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The portal: main features — 2

Other features: tag cloud, 'most viewed datasets', 
'top publishers', 'recently updated datasets' 

Community engagement: for suggesting data, giving 
feedback and suggestions and sharing apps and 
applications built on the basis of EU data
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A quick demo
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Searching
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Refining results
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Looking at the metadata of a result
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Looking at the metadata of a result
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Viewing and downloading data
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Final words and: 
What can do you now?



50

Reuse

EU open data 
Single point of access

Freely

Metadata catalogue

Anyone
Fre
e

EU Open Data Portal
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What you can do now

Spread the word about the EU Open Data 
Portal

Suggest data or get others to suggest data

Share with us open data initiatives

Contact: 
op-odp-contact@publications.europa.eu

Spread the word about 
the EU Open Data Portal

Suggest data + 
get others to do it

Tell us about 
open data initiatives

Give us feedback at: 
op-odp-contact@publications.europa.eu

mailto:op-odp-contact@publications.europa.eu


52

http://open-data.europa.eu

Thank you, 
and over to you
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