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Transparency in the Treaties 

 THE AIM 

(article 1 TEU) 

 

 An ever closer union 
among the peoples of 
Europe, with decisions 
taken as closely as 
possible to its citizens. 

 HOW TO ACHIEVE IT 
(article 15(3) TFEU) 

 

 When deliberating and 
voting on legislative acts 
the Council meets in 
public. 

 The public has a right of 
access to documents of 
the Union's Institutions. 
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Council’s Open Sessions 

 Openness of legislative deliberations (art. 7 CRP) 

 

• The Council meets in public when deliberating or voting on 
legislative acts. 

 

• Documents submitted to the Council under legislative 
deliberations are public. 

 

• The results and explanation of votes, as well as Statements in 
the Council's minutes, on legislative acts are public.  
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Council’s Open Sessions 

 Public deliberations and debates (art. 8 CRP) 

• Council's first deliberation on important non-legislative 
proposals is public [art 8(1)]. 

• The Council holds public debates on important issues 
affecting the EU and its citizens [art 8(2)]. 

• The debate on the GAC's 18 month programme, the priorities 
of the other Council's configurations, and the debate on the 
Commission's five-year programme, are public [art 8(3)]. 

• Documents submitted to the Council under an item marked 
as public deliberations and public debates are public.  
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Council’s Open Sessions 

 Votes on non-legislative deliberations (art. 9 CRP) 

 

• When adopting the important non-legislative proposals 
referred to in art. 8(1), the voting results, explanation of votes 
and statements are public. 

• The Council may also decide to make public the voting results 
of any other non-legislative act. In the case of Title V TEU, this 
decision is unanimous. 
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Webcast 

How to follow the Council’s open sessions? 
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Webcast 

 Council open sessions 
 

• Watch public sessions LIVE 

• See outcome of voting on 
legislative acts 

• Consult documents related 
to the public sessions 

• Consult background notes 
and press releases 
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Webcast 

Watch LIVE  
deliberation or 

debates 

 

 

Consult related 
documents and 
voting results 

 

 

Browse through 
individual speakers 
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Fiche de vote 
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Council Meetings 

How to be informed on forthcoming Council meetings? 
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Council Meetings 

How to be informed on forthcoming Council meetings? 
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Access to Documents 

Access to documents (art. 10 + Annex II) 

• The public has a right of access to documents of the 
Council and of the European Council. 

• Regulation 1049/2001 establishes the general 
principles and limits governing the right of access to 
documents of the Institutions 

• Annex II of the CRP sets specific provisions for the 
implementation of this right by the Council. 
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Public register 

 The Institutions are required to make a document 
register available to the public. 

 The Council's Public Register has been operational 
since 1 January 1999. 

 On 31 December 2011, the register listed almost 
1 730 000 documents  - 77 % are public.  

 During the year of 2011, the Council's Public Register 
received almost a 1,4 million visits. 
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Public register 

 How to find the  public register  
on the Council’s website? 

Step 1: From the home page, choose “Documents” from the top 
 red bar menu. 
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Public register 

  

 How to find the  public register  
on the Council’s website? 

Step 2: Once in the Documents page, choose “Public Register”. 
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Public register 

  

 How to search in the  public register? 
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Public register 

  

Simple search 
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Public register 

  

Advanced search 
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Public register 

  

Subject matter (list) 
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Public register 

  

Interinstitutional File 

 The interinstitutional file number identifies a draft 
legislative act 

 

 It consists of a code representing: 

• the year YYYY 

• the series number 

• an abbreviation of the procedure in brackets 

 

 Example: 2011/0210 (COD) 
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Public register 

  Document accessible and available for downloading 

accessible 
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Public register 

  Document partially accessible (after request) 

partially accessible 
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Public register 

  Document not accessible 

not accessible 
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Public register 

Document Information of n/a document 
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Public register 

Request a Document 
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Public register 

Request a Document 
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Public register 

 When will I receive a reply? 
 The Secretary-General will reply within 15 working days 

(exceptionally extended by a further 15 working days). 

 How will I have access? 
 You will receive an electronic copy of the document or, if this 

is not possible, a paper copy. It is also possible to consult 
documents on the Council’s premises. 

 What if access is refused? 
 If access is refused, you have 15 working days to make a 

confirmatory application asking the Council to reconsider its 
position. 

 If the confirmatory application is rejected, you may make a 
complaint to the Ombudsman or bring an action before the 
General Court. 

http://www.ombudsman.europa.eu/
http://curia.europa.eu/index.htm
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Publications on access to documents 

  

 The Interinstitutional 
booklet on access to 
documents: 

 

 summarizes Regulation  1049/2001 and describes 
how to submit a request for access, 

 provides a list of useful addresses (public registers 
of documents, data bases etc.) 
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- http://councillibrary.wordpress.com  

- Think Tank Review 

 

 

      COUNCIL CENTRAL LIBRARY 

http://councillibrary.wordpress.com/
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- Located in the Justus Lipsius building  

- Provides information and research services 
for GSC staff and is open to  
- Knowledge multipliers (EDCs)  

- Research community  

 for on-site consultation – visits on 
appointment only, in line with general GSC 
security procedures 
central.library@consilium.europa.eu 

 

VISIT THE CENTRAL LIBRARY 

mailto:central.library@consilium.europa.eu
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- Structure: 
- European Council 

- Council of the European Union 

- General Secretariat of the Council (GSC) 

- 800 references, of which more than 95% have been 
added to the Library collection in full text 

- Link: http://ec.europa.eu/eclas/F/?func=file& 
file_name=ceu-biblios-main&local_base=CEU01  

- Please suggest new references (articles, books or 
theses) to central.library@consilium.europa.eu  

 

BIBLIOGRAPHIES 

http://ec.europa.eu/eclas/F/?func=file&�file_name=ceu-biblios-main&local_base=CEU01
http://ec.europa.eu/eclas/F/?func=file&�file_name=ceu-biblios-main&local_base=CEU01
http://ec.europa.eu/eclas/F/?func=file&�file_name=ceu-biblios-main&local_base=CEU01
http://ec.europa.eu/eclas/F/?func=file&�file_name=ceu-biblios-main&local_base=CEU01
http://ec.europa.eu/eclas/F/?func=file&�file_name=ceu-biblios-main&local_base=CEU01
http://ec.europa.eu/eclas/F/?func=file&�file_name=ceu-biblios-main&local_base=CEU01
http://ec.europa.eu/eclas/F/?func=file&�file_name=ceu-biblios-main&local_base=CEU01
mailto:central.library@consilium.europa.eu
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BIBLIOGRAPHIES - HEADINGS 
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BIBLIOGRAPHIES - EXAMPLE 
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BIBLIOGRAPHIES - EXAMPLE 
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For Inter-Library Loans contact: 

bibliotheque.ill@consilium.europa.eu  

 

For further information and appointments: 

central.library@consilium.europa.eu 

Tel +32 2 281 6525  

Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri 9 – 17h  

Wed 11 – 17h 

  CONTACT 

mailto:bibliotheque.ill@consilium.europa.eu
mailto:central.library@consilium.europa.eu
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 General Secretariat of the Council (GSC)  
DG F2 Transparency 

departments at your service 
 
 
 ACCESS TO DOCUMENTS 

To access documents as provided for by Reg. 1049/2001 
access@consilium.europa.eu  

 
 CENTRAL LIBRARY 

For in-depth research & specialised bibliographies 
central.library@consilium.europa.eu  

 
 CENTRAL ARCHIVES  

For documents older than 30 years 
archives.centrales@consilium.europa.eu 

 

  QUESTIONS? 

mailto:access@consilium.europa.eu
mailto:central.library@consilium.europa.eu
mailto:archives.centrales@consilium.europa.eu

