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1. Creation of metadata 

 

2. Metadata reuse 

a. OPac 

b. customised export 

c. other metadata aggregators 

 

3. Widgets 

 

 



OP's online public access catalogue (OPac): creation of metadata 

 

 

 

 



Who does what (and how!) 
 

In-house team of 9 librarians 

 

Responsible for: 

 management of international identifiers: ISSN, ISBN, DOI 

 production of bibliographic records for general publications 

 

Produce: 

 bibliographical records at moment of publication 

 more than 18 000 records per year 

 complete descriptive metadata, including indexation 

 

Coverage: 

 All publications identified by OP (min. catalogue no.) 

 

 

OP's online public access catalogue (OPac): creation of metadata 



 OP's online public access catalogue (OPac): creation of metadata 

Some figures 
 

Total no. of bibliographic records for general 

publications at OP (as of 27/05/2016): 

 

  256 151 individual records, of which: 

 

 136 777 high quality metadata (full record, including 

indexation) 

 

 59 800 medium quality metadata (legacy records) 

 

 59 574 minimal level records (mainly PODL records) 

 

 

 



OP's online public access catalogue (OPac): creation of metadata 

Bibliographic record 

 
 Produced for each linguistic version of a publication  

 

 Catalogued in the language of the publication 

 

 Using MARC21 format 

 

 Based on AACR2 + in-house cataloguing rules 

 

 Containing EUROVOC codes for indexation 

 

 
 

 



 OP's online public access catalogue (OPac): creation of metadata 

When do we catalogue? 

 
 On receipt of the PDF (usually 5 – 15 days before the 

paper publication is produced) 

 

 If pdf not received, on delivery of the paper publication 

 

 Bibliographical record produced within 24 hours 

 

 Available on EU Bookshop 2 – 3 days later 



OP's online public access catalogue (OPac): creation of metadata 

 

 



OP's online public access catalogue (OPac): creation of metadata 

Who are our clients? 

 
 EU Bookshop (daily XML upload providing title, author, 

abstract, etc.) 

 

 ISSN requirements (MARC21 – via client) 

 

 DOI requirements (ONIX – via client) 

 

 Individual libraries, information providers, YOU! 



OP's online public access catalogue (OPac): creation of metadata 

Why? 
General users: 

 May not know about EU Bookshop 

 May not know about our/DGs website(s) 

 Looks for information in other sources only 

 

Author services:  

 Improve the visibility (of their DG and their publications) 

 Improve the Google ranking of their publications 

 

Libraries/information aggregators: 

 Don't have the resources to catalogue the plethora of publications now 

available 

 Cannot store physical copies of everything 

 Wish to include electronic-only publications in their catalogues 

 Want to act as resource managers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OP's online public access catalogue (OPac): creation of metadata 

 

Why? 
 

Publications Office: 

 Improve visibility and discoverability of our publications 

 Promote reuse of our metadata 

 Inform clients of all publications, print/electronic 

 

Offer resolution to content via stable link (DOI): 

 

 



OP's online public access catalogue (OPac): creation of metadata 

 

OPac 
(http://opac.publications.europa.eu) 

 

Self-service approach: you decide what you want to export  

based on your own search queries, e.g. by: 

  theme, 

  author, 

  publication year,  

  language, 

  etc. 

  

 

 



OP's online public access catalogue (OPac) 

OPac 
(http://opac.publications.europa.eu) 

 

 Interface now available in 24 languages 

 

 MARC records decoded according to the interface language 

 

 Possibility to download records in: 

• MARCXML 

• MARC 

• EndNote 

• Full view 

• ISO 2709 



Multiple ways to access EU publications: metadata reuse 

 

OPac 
(http://opac.publications.europa.eu) 

 

 Also available via an API, which allows external discovery 

tools to connect and extract records in the format of a JSON 

response  

 

 Filters include: 

• Language of the publication 

• Language into which the codes will need to be translated 

• Existence of an ISBN (based on the existence of a 020 tag) 
 

 

 



Multiple ways to access EU publications: metadata reuse 

 

Customised export 

 
Based on your specific requirements 

 

Developed script to select records according to a limited set of criteria: 

 
1. what records? (all, new, modified) 

2. monographs only? Periodicals? 

3. publications in which language? (all, English only, etc.) 

4. records decoded into language of publication or specific language? 

 

Frequency: weekly, fortnightly, monthly 
 

 

 
 



OP's online public access catalogue (Opac) 

 

Metadata aggregators 

 
Records also available: 

• on WorldCat,  

• via ProQuest Summon, 

• ExLibris Primo Central, 

• from British Library (http://www.bl.uk/bibliographic/marcdownload.html), 

• and others. 

 

Check with your discovery suppliers 

 

http://www.bl.uk/bibliographic/marcdownload.html


OP's online public access catalogue (OPac): OP Portal  

http://publications.europa.eu 



OP's online public access catalogue (OPac): OP Portal  

 

What is a widget?   

• A free and easy way to embed content from 

http://publications.europa.eu in your website or blog  

• Reuse of content 

• Avoid duplication of content 

 

http://publications.europa.eu/


OP's online public access catalogue (OPac): OP Portal  

4 types of widgets 
Selected publications Search form 

Publication details Result of a search 



OP's online public access catalogue (OPac): OP Portal  

Demo…  



OP's online public access catalogue (OPac) 

Next steps/more info 
 

 

 

 

 

Send us an email  

 

  Carol.Riccalton@publications.europa.eu 

 

  OPDL-Cataloguing-Team@publications.europa.eu 
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