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―Analysis of support to 

Members, and a comparison 

with other parliamentary 

research services, 

―…has led to creation of EPRS, 

to strengthen:  

 

› Research support for 

Members 

› Support for Committee 

scrutiny activities 

› 'Think Tank' capacity 

RATIONALE FOR EPRS 



CONSTITUTION OF A TEAM 

› 1952 Library ECSC 

› 2008 analytical service of the Library 

› 2012 Directorate for Impact 
Assessment and European added 
Value 

› 2013 DG EPRS 

› Transfer agreement with the Economic 
and Social Affairs Committee and the 
Committee of the Regions 

› Specialised competition for researchers 



“Provide Members with 

independent and 

authoritative analysis of EU 

policy issues, in order to assist 

them in their parliamentary 

work.” 

 

Empowerment through 

knowledge 

 



EPRS PHILOSOPHY 
 

― independent and authoritative work;  

― a comprehensive service; 

― a client-oriented approach; 

― a single point-of-entry for Members and 

in-person briefing 



Director-General 

Members’ Research 

Service 

Directorate A 

The Library 

Directorate B 

Impact Assessment & 

European Added Value 

Directorate C 

Economic Policies 

Citizens’ Policies 

Budgetary Policies 

External Policies 

On-site & Online Library 

Services 

Comparative Law Library 

Citizens’ Enquiries 

Transparency 

 

Ex-Ante Impact Assessment 

 

European Added Value 

Scientific Foresight (STOA) 

European Council Oversight 

Ex-Post Impact Assessment 

Policy Cycle 

Structural Policies 

Global Trends Historical Archives 



Members’ Research Service 
Directorate A 

 Policy analysts and 
information 
specialist in five 
policy units 

 Provides tailored 
analysis and 
research 

 Publishes briefing 
material in all of 
the EU policy areas 



Library 
Directorate B 

 operates the Parliament’s Reading 

Rooms in three places of work; 

 provides access to specialised book 

collections, journals and press/news; 

 manages EPRS intranet; 

 Comparative Law Library, Historical 

Archives Citizen’s enquiries and 

Transparency Units 



Library 
Directorate B 

 Specialised collection and 

reading rooms 

 Includes Historical 

Archives, Transparency 

and Comparative Law 

Library Units 



Impact Assessment and European Added Value 
Directorate C 
 

Ex-ante and ex-post 

evaluation of EU 

legislation and policies 

for Committees. 



― Manage limited time by 

› Answering requests for research 

› Keeping the EP well-informed and up-to-date 

― Make an impact 

research throughout the EU policy cycle 

― Engage 

publications available for re-use 

― Train staff 

 

 

 

EPRS HELPS 





2014-2015: 

Almost 6,000 

substantive 

requests  

37,000 

reference 

requests 

handled 
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SUPPORT THROUGHOUT THE LEGISLATIVE CYCLE 



EPRS PUBLICATIONS – BASIC PRINCIPLES 

• Written to be useful for Members: 

parliamentary context is crucial 

• Easy to understand for non-specialists 

• Balanced and impartial, evidence-based 

• Timely and accurate 

• Must respect quality standards 

• All EPRS publications should ‘add value’ – 

avoid duplication 

 

 

 

 

 





Scrutiny 

Legislation 

Consultation 

Agenda-setting 



Agenda Setting 

―Scientific foresight and 

global trends 

―Cost of non-Europe reports 

―European added-value 

assessments 



Legislation 

― Analysis on legislative 

proposals during all stages 

of the procedure 

― Impact assessment of 

proposed legislation 



Figures shall be based on the methodology of the 

European Parliamentary Research Service's study "Air 

Quality - Complementary Impact Assessment on 

interactions between EU air quality policy and climate 

and energy policy" 75% gap closure climate and 

energy policy (CEP) scenario including the EU's 2030 

Climate and Energy Framework, as set out in the 

Commission Communication "A policy framework for 

climate and energy in the period from 2020 to 2030". 

 
― Report on the proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of the 

Council on the reduction of national emissions of certain atmospheric pollutants 

and amending Directive 2003/35/EC, 28/08/2015 



Scrutiny 

―Implementation 
Assessments to 
assist EP committees  

―Follow-up on review 
clauses, evaluation 
and reporting 
provisions in EU 
legislation 

―Monitoring of the 
European Council 
commitments 





ENGAGING WITH THE EXTERNAL WORLD 

External EP think 
tank pages on 
Europarl 

 





 





EPTHINKTANK.EU BLOG 



GRAPHICS WAREHOUSE  





SOCIAL MEDIA 

― Twitter @EP_ThinkTank 

 11,500 followers  

 (incl. 190 MEPs) 

― YouTube 

70 



CITIZENS’ ENQUIRIES 





100 BOOKS ON EU 
INTEGRATION PROJECT 
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― Managing and preserving over 

four million  

EP official documents dating 

back 1952, including Members’ 

own papers 

 

 

PARLIAMENT’S HISTORICAL ARCHIVES 
 





COOPERATION WITH EXTERNAL PARTNERS 
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@EP_ThinkTank 
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