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HOW TO ACHIEVE IT 
(article 15(3) TFEU) 

When deliberating and voting 
on legislative acts the Council 
meets in public. 

The public has a right of access 
to documents of the Union's 
Institutions. 

 

Transparency in the Treaties 
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THE AIM 
(article 10(3) TEU) 

Every citizen shall have the 
right to participate in the 
democratic life of the Union. 

Decisions shall be taken as 
openly and as closely as 
possible to the citizen. 

A FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT 
(article 42 EU CHARTER) 

Any citizen of the Union has a right of access to documents. 
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Transparency in the Council’s Rules of procedure 
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Article 7 CRP 
Legislative deliberations 

When deliberating and 
voting on legislative 
acts the Council meets 
in public 

Voting results, 
explanation of votes 
and statements on 
legislative acts are 
public 

Article 8 CRP 
Other public deliberations 

and debates 

Council's first deliberation 
and adoption of important 
non-legislative proposals 
[8(1)] 

Debates on important 
issues affecting the EU and 
its citizens [8(2)] 

Debates on GAC's 18 
month programme, 
priorities of the other 
Council's configurations, 
Commission's programmes 
and policy strategies [8(3)] 

Article 10 CRP 
Access to documents 

The public has a right of 
access to documents of 
the Council and of the 
European Council 

Annex II of the CRP sets 
specific provisions for 
the implementation of 
this right by the Council 

Regulation 1049/2001 
establishes the general 
principles and limits 
governing this right  
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 Full meeting calendar 

 Dedicated page for each 
Council meeting: 

• Preview of agenda and main 
topics of discussion 

• List of participants 

• Summary of main 
results 

• Detailed outcome of Council 
meeting 

• Consult documents related to 
Council meeting: provisional 
agenda, list of A items, press 
releases, etc. 

Council’s website 
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• Watch public sessions 
LIVE 

• See votes on legislative 
acts 

• Consult documents 
submitted to Council for 
public sessions 

 

Open sessions: 

Webcast 
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Open sessions during the  

Luxembourg Presidency (JULY-DEC 2015) 
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Duration of open sessions per Council configuration 
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Open sessions during the  

Luxembourg Presidency (JULY-DEC 2015) 
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Online viewers of Council open sessions 
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Open sessions during the  

Luxembourg Presidency (JULY-DEC 2015) 
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Access to documents (art. 10 + Annex II) 

• The public has a right of access to documents of 
the Council and of the European Council. 

• Regulation 1049/2001 establishes the general 
principles and limits governing the right of 
access to documents of the EU Institutions 

• Annex II of the CRP sets specific provisions for 
the implementation of this right by the Council. 

 

Access to documents 
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Access to documents: Public register 
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Access to documents: Public register 
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accessible 

partially 

accessible 

not accessible 



｜11｜ 

Professional profiles of the applicants  
 
 
 
 

Access to documents in numbers 
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Academic world: 31,7% 

 

Civil society: 28,5% 

 

Legal profession: 10,3% 

 

Journalists: 4,5%  

 

Undeclared: 14,8 % 
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Main fields covered by requests 

 
• 23,4% - Area of freedom, security and justice 

• 13,1% - Environment 

• 10,6% - CFSP 

•   6,7% - Internal market 

•   6,1% - Health and consumer policy 

•   5,2% - Social policy 

Access to documents in numbers 
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• A request for access to documents has to be 
made in written form in one of the EU languages 

• The request does not have to be motivated 

• Requests can be made by: 

- Submitting the electronic form 
   available on the Council’s website, 
- Email to: access@consilium.europa.eu  

 

Introducing a request for access 
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The Council has published three open datasets on its 

website: 

 

• Metadata of the Council’s Public Register, 

 

• Metadata on requests for access to documents, 

 

• Voting results of the Council on legislative acts. 

 

Council’s open data 
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www.consilium.europa.eu/en/general-secretariat/corporate-policies/transparency/open-data 

Council’s open datasets: 

Access – Council’s website 
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https://open-data.europa.eu 

 

Council’s open datasets: 

Access –EU Open Data Portal 

EU Open Data Portal 
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Council’s open datasets: 

Content 
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Information contained in the register dataset: 

• publication status 

• document category 

• document number 

• suffix 

• title 

• interinstitutional code 

• subject matter 

• originator (author) 

• addressee(s) 

• issue date 

• meeting related to document 

• document languages 
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Council’s open datasets: 

Content 
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Information contained in the requests for access to 

documents dataset: 

• Anonymous information on the applicant (professional 

activity, geographic origin) 

• General Information on the request (number, type, date, 

deadline to reply, extended deadline to reply, date of reply, 

effort spent, follow-up and policy areas) 

• Information on the requested documents (number, 

publication status, document category, type of reply)  
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Council’s open datasets: 

Content 
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Information contained in the voting records dataset: 

• act type (regulation, directive, decision or position) 

• act title (as published in the EU's Official Journal) 

• act number (as published in the EU's Official Journal) 

• document number (submitted to the Council for adoption) 

• interinstitutional number 

• date of adoption 

• form of adoption (in a Council meeting or by written procedure) 

• Council configuration 

• Council session 

• action by the Council (according to the steps of the legislative procedure) 

• policy area 

• voting procedure (ordinary or special legislative procedure) 

• voting rule (qualified majority or unanimity) 

• Voting results (in favour, against, abstentions) 
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Council’s voting calculator 
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Council’s Voting Calculator App 
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https://publications.europa.eu/en/applications 

Council’s Voting Calculator App 
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https://publications.europa.eu/en/applications
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Questions? 
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End of presentation 


