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What is EUR-Lex? 

 online portal giving access to European Union law 

 managed and maintained by the Publications Office 

 accessible in 24 languages 

 free 

 constantly updated 

 up to 100.000 visits per day 

 



Who uses EUR-Lex? 

 Wide range of profiles, from experts to generalists 

 legal professions 

 researchers/students 

 information professionals 

 translators, terminologists 

 journalists, lobbyists 

 civil servants, politicians 

 … 

 and every citizen interested in EU law 

 All over the world 

 

 



What can you find in EUR-Lex? 

EU law 

 Treaties 

 International agreements 

 Legislation, and consolidated versions of it 

 Preparatory acts 

 Case-law 

 Parliamentary questions 

 Legislative procedures 

 Summaries of EU legislation 
 

References to national law from EU Member States 

 National implementing measures 

 National case-law concerning EU law 

More details: http://eur-lex.europa.eu/content/help/faq/intro.html#help1 

 

 

 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/content/help/faq/intro.html#help1
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/content/help/faq/intro.html#help1
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/content/help/faq/intro.html#help1


How can you find what you are looking for? 

Several levels of search: 

 

 Quick search 

 Advanced search 

 Find results by 

 Expert search 

 

 



Quick search 

air passenger rights or 

"air passenger rights" 

 



Quick search - refine 



Advanced search 

 

 

Legislation on air and/or road passenger 

rights 

 



Advanced search: text search 



Result list: edit search 



Advanced search: subject matter 



Result list: sort, select, save 



Find results by 

 document number 

 CELEX number 

Directive 2002/58/EC 

32002L0058  



Find results by document number or CELEX number 



Find results by document number or CELEX number 



Result – text view 



Result – document information 



Result – the life of an act 



Result – a summary 



Result – national transposition 



More search options: expert search 



How can you find what you are looking for? 

Browsing our classifications:  

 directories 

 EuroVoc 

 subject mattter 

 

 

 



How can you find what you are looking for? 

What is EuroVoc? 

 a multilingual and multidisciplinary thesaurus 

covering the activities of the EU  

 contains keywords, organized in 21 domains and 

127 sub-domains, used to describe the content 

of documents in EUR-Lex 

 terms in 23 EU languages, plus in 3 languages of 

candidate countries for EU accession: 

Macedonian, Albanian and Serbian 

 users include the EU Institutions, national and 

regional parliaments in Europe, national 

governments and private users around the 

world.   

 



How can you find what you are looking for? 

EuroVoc – browse and filter 

 

 



How can you find what you are looking for? 

What are the Directories? 

 Classification tool for documents in EUR-Lex, 

less specific than EuroVoc 

 Applies to  

• legislation (basic acts and consolidation) 

• Preparatory acts 

• Case law 

• International agreements 

 Follows the structure of the TFEU 

 Contains 20 chapters with divisions into further 

sub-sections as necessary 

 

 



How can you find what you are looking for? 

The Directories 
 Offer several display options 

 Allow for PDF exports 

 Case law has its own classification scheme 



How can you find what you are looking for? 

The Directories – how to browse 



How can you find what you are looking for? 

What is subject matter? 

 classification tool containing alphabetically structured list of over 

200 keywords.  

 The list of descriptors covers the chapters of the treaties and 

areas of EU activities; 

 based on the analysis of the content of the document; 

 less specific than the directories, the content of document is 

more completely described by EuroVoc descriptors (up to 10 

descriptors); 

 One document has at the most three subject matter descriptors. 

 Applicable to most documents in EUR-Lex 

 

 



How can you find what you are looking for? 

Directories/EUROVOC/subject mattter 

 

 



How can you find what you are looking for? 

Directories/EUROVOC/subject mattter 

 

 



Other interesting features 

 Treaties 

 Complementarity: Legislative procedures - 

ŒIL/IPEX 

 Synergies between EUR-Lex and N-Lex 

 Summaries of EU legislation 

 

 



Easy access to EU treaties 



Complementarity: Legislative procedures –

ŒIL/IPEX 

What is the Legislative Observatory? 

 all procedures still ongoing - irrespective of when they began - 

and all procedures that have been submitted to the European 

Parliament since the beginning of the fourth parliamentary term 

in July 1994  

 focus is on the European Parliament's role, covering not only its 

legislative but also its budgetary powers, its right of initiative, its 

power to endorse appointments and a number of international 

agreements, its power to revoke a delegation of power to the 

Commission or to oppose a delegated act. 

 in English and French, known as "procedure files". Each file has a 

unique identifying reference number and is constantly updated 

until the final stage of the procedure.  

 



Complementarity: Legislative procedures - 

ŒIL/IPEX 



Complementarity: Legislative procedures - 

ŒIL/IPEX 

What is the InterParliamentary EU information eXchange? 

 a platform for the mutual exchange of information between the 

national Parliaments and the European Parliament concerning 

issues related to the European Union, especially in light of the 

provisions of the Treaty of Lisbon.  

 Established in the year 2000. 

 the Documents database contains  

 draft legislative proposals,  

 consultation and information documents coming from the 

European Commission,  

 parliamentary documents and information concerning the 

European Union. The parliamentary documents are uploaded 

individually by each national Parliament. IPEX offers at the 

same time the means for following the subsidiarity 

check deadlines. 

 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/;ELX_SESSIONID=2pmcJzwThB7txK5G6Ztbnwx0MJqQwY7bcSX7PpkpKy2gszypJP85!1340150175?uri=OJ:C:2007:306:TOC
http://www.ipex.eu/IPEXL-WEB/search.do
http://www.ipex.eu/IPEXL-WEB/search.do?type=DOS&autoLoad=true&deadLinePresent=true&futurDeadLines=true&sorts[0]=DL|A&viewDl=1&rows=5#_e=dHlwZT1BTEwmZmFjZXRlZD10cnVlJnN0YXJ0PTAmcm93cz0xMCZzb3J0c1swXT1ETCU3Q0EmZmFjZXRzJTVCMCU1RD10eXBlJTdDRE9TU0lFUiZ0ZXh0PSZzbGFuZz0mZG9jdW1lbnRDb2RlPSZkb2N1bWVudFllYXI9MCZkb2N1bWVudE51bWJlcj0mX2RlYWRMaW5lUHJlc2VudD1mYWxzZSZkZWFkTGluZVByZXNlbnQ9dHJ1ZSZmcm9tRGF0ZT0mdG9EYXRlPSZzY3J1dGlueUNoYW1iZXI9JnNjcnV0aW55U3RhdHVzPSZfc3Vic2lkaWFyaXR5PWZhbHNlJl9yZWFzb25lZE9waW5pb249ZmFsc2UmX2ltcG9ydGFudEluZm89ZmFsc2UmX2VjUmVwbGllcz1mYWxzZSZfYWRvcHRlZExlZ2lzbGF0aW9uPWZhbHNlJmZ1dHVyRGVhZExpbmVzPTE_&_rnd=280202251987


Complementarity: Legislative procedures - 

ŒIL/IPEX 



Complementarity: Legislative procedures - 

ŒIL/IPEX 

What are the legislative procedures on EUR-Lex? 

 Successor of the PreLex database previously managed by the the 

SecGen of the Commission 

 Give access to some 40 000 procedures, the oldest dating back to 

1965 

 Info available in all EU official languages 

 Links to working documents from all the EU institutions involved 

in the procedure including the full analysis of the adopted act 

 Rich metadata collection – legal basis, events, directory codes, 

EuroVoc descriptors 

 Allows searches on all the available metadata 

 Less focus on parliamentary activity than OEIL 

 No documents from national parliaments are attached to the files 

 

 

 

 



Complementarity: Legislative procedures - 

ŒIL/IPEX 



Complementarity: Legislative procedures - 

ŒIL/IPEX 



Synergies between EUR-Lex and N-Lex 

  

What is N-Lex? 

 An interface between you and national legislation databases 

 A common search form enabling you to make searches in your 

own language 

 Search results coming directly from national databases 

 EuroVoc  - the EU's multilingual thesaurus – which helps you to 

find the corresponding term in a language you do not know, when 

looking for words in the title or in the text 

 Machine Translation Tool – developed in cooperation with the 

European Commission - translate your search results (titles, 

reference and summaries) into all EU official languages 

 



Synergies between EUR-Lex and N-Lex 

  EUR-Lex gives access to references to national law 

 National implementing measures 



Synergies between EUR-Lex and N-Lex 

  N-Lex helps you find the measure in the national database using 

the references in EUR-Lex 

 



Summaries of EU legislation: browse - search 



TIP: Adjust your search preferences 



TIP: Site preferences: open the tab of your choice 



My EUR-Lex: save to my items 



Stay informed - set an RSS feed (1) 



Stay informed - set an RSS feed(2) 



More info 

 The website: http://eur-lex.europa.eu 

 Help pages: http://eur-lex.europa.eu/content/help/pages/help-

default.html 

 FAQs: http://eur-

lex.europa.eu/content/help/faq/intro.html#top 

 Guided tours – video tutorials: http://eur-

lex.europa.eu/content/guided-tour/home-guided-tour.html 

 Latest developments - http://eur-

lex.europa.eu/content/tools/newsletterLatest/newsletterLatest.

html 

 Follow us on Twitter (@eurlex) and Facebook (EU-Law-and-

Publications). Tips Twitter via #eurlextip 
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Get in touch with us 

 Contact form: http://eur-lex.europa.eu/contact.html 

 Feedback survey: http://eur-

lex.europa.eu/content/service/give-feedback.html 

 Send us a message via Twitter (@eurlex) 
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Thanks for your attention  

 

Questions or suggestions?  

 

 


