Empower citizens in your region to be
active (across borders) with the

European Citizens’ Initiative

and other citizens’ engagement
possibilities
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* [ce breaker

* Citizen engagement in EU lawmaking

B

* European Citizens' Panels
* Discover the European Citizens’ Initiative
= Resources
= Ready to get involved?
* Q&A
* Close @ 11:30 I European
p
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How to take
part today

* Interpretation — select your
language and mute microphone

 Vote in the poll

* Q&A time - raise your hand
digitally
+ wait to be called on

 Moderator will state your name
+ tech host gives ability
to enable video and microphone

mmm) Yes, we will share slides!
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Citizen Engagement

“If it matters to Europeans, it matters to Europe”



A new era for citizen engagement

® A vibrant democracy fit for the future and today’s
society: follow-up to the Conference on the Future of
Europe

Political Guidelines: putting citizens at the heart of our
democracy

Mission Letters to Commissioners-designate: instilling

a true culture of participatory democracy- Youth

dialogues and European Citizens’ Panels
®

Transparency on follow-up and feedback is essential
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A new ecosystem for citizen engagement

European Citizens’

Embedding citizens Panels

participation o
And other participatory

Permanent Project Team formats

Have Your Say Portal
Citizen-centred
Local as the new centre

Citizens’ Engagement
Platform to connect with
the wider public




Have Your Say Portal

® The Portal is part of the new ecosystem of democratic |
citizen engagement, Have Your Say on Europe and its

policies

® Its launch follows citizens’ proposals in the
Communication released after COFE.

® One of three gateways of the revamped Have Your Say
portal:

* Public Consultations and Feedback

* European Citizens’ Initiative (ECI)

* Citizens’ Engagement Platform (CEP)



The European Citizens’ Panels

® Democratic innovation: reinforce representative democracy
® Deliberative format: citizens work on common solutions.

* 150 randomly selected citizens representative of EU
diversity for 3 weekends on topics of EU importance.

* Topics of Food Waste, Learning Mobility, Virtual Worlds,
Energy Efficiency and Tackling Hatred in Society.

® Panels contribute to the first stages of EU policy-making: policy
initiative adopted with a Citizens’ Report.

® Connecting with the local level
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The Citizens’ Engagement Platform

A digital platform for
citizens and hub for
connecting different
levels of participation

Online tool to support
participatory and
deliberative processes.

Allow all citizens to
share their ideas and
exchange on them
Reporting from events

Shows multilingual
content and enables
interaction in the 24
official EU languages.



Check it out yourself and see how it works!

+ Contribute
‘ Follow

- Comment
é Endorse
\
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citizens.ec.europa.eu




More information

® DG COMM Unit C3: COMM-C3@EC.EUROPA.EU

® DG JRC Competence Centre on Participatory and Deliberative
Democracy: EU-CITIZEN-ENGAGEMENT@EC.EUROPA.EU

® Citizens’ Engagement Platform:
https://citizens.ec.europa.eu/

® Have Your Say Portal:
https://have-your-say.ec.europa.eu
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mailto:COMM-C3@EC.EUROPA.EU
mailto:EU-CITIZEN-ENGAGEMENT@EC.EUROPA.EU
https://citizens.ec.europa.eu/
https://have-your-say.ec.europa.eu

Discover the
European Citizens’
Initiative (ECI)

What is it and why does it
matter?

European Citizens’ Initiative

Propose or support ideas for new EU
rules.
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When they ask: “What is the ECI?”
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You can say: o
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When they ask: “How can I get
involved with the ECI?”

You can say:
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Competences A
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NON-DISCRIMINATION
& CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION, TRAINING,

YOUTH & SPORT
ALx

JUSTICE, PREEDOM & WHERE CAN CITIZENS N DEVELOPMENT & |
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Initiatives collecting support

ECI ON THE PRESERVATION AND
MY VOICE E DE:ERI.OPME u
MY CHOICE =
of Ukrainian culture, education, lag
SIGN FOR SAFE and traditions in EU countries /" r
’ AND ACCESSIBLE - M
o ABORTION IN THE EU!
© a 4
. ‘ A COLLECTION ONGOING COLLECTION ONGOING COLLECTION ONGOING
ELUECTRIANETNE HOLLEAE ANEDNE CELLEET0 QIEEIE My Voice, My Choice: For Preservation and Creation of a European
) Safe And Accessible development of Ukrainian Environment Authority
Stop Cruelty Stop Slaughter STOP FAKE FOOD: Stop Destroying Abortion culture, education, =~ .
ORIGIN ON LABEL Videogames 651727 supporiers ?Ugsutg e, and traditions in ‘

2,775 supporters
984 supporters 366,447 supporters - 865 supporters
Support this initiative
Support this initiative
Support this initiative Support this initiative

TRUST & . el L.
FREEDOM Find initiative |
NO FARMERS R European Citizens'
NO FOOD .
Initiative (europa.eu)
COLLECTION ONGOING

COLLECTION ONGOING COLLECTION ONGOING COLLECTION ONGOING

European Citizens' Initiative Ban on conversion EU Live Bus Stop Info Trust and Freedom

in Defence of Agriculture Bractices in the European 22,137 supporters

and Rural Economy in nion 3,033 supporters

Europe
European

Citizens’
Initiative

115,242 supporters Support this initiative
1,718 supporters Suppeort this initiative
N Suppart this itiatve



https://citizens-initiative.europa.eu/find-initiative_en?CATEGORY%5B0%5D=any&STATUS%5B0%5D=ONGOING&SECTION=ALL
https://citizens-initiative.europa.eu/find-initiative_en?CATEGORY%5B0%5D=any&STATUS%5B0%5D=ONGOING&SECTION=ALL
https://citizens-initiative.europa.eu/find-initiative_en?CATEGORY%5B0%5D=any&STATUS%5B0%5D=ONGOING&SECTION=ALL

Facts & Figures — overview since 2012

10 initiatives +/- 20 million
replied to by signatures
the EC
collected
o
om o
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Access to clean drinking water is protected in the EU *

More transparent authorisations for food-related FlNNlNG EU

products such as pesticides, additives or packaging

materials Save
Protect and strengthen the cosmetics animal testing CFUGWV Free
ban and support of the development of alternative cosmetics

scientific approaches
Impact assessment on the environmental, social and
economic consequences of applying the “fins

naturally attached” policy (for sharks) S I O P

Sparking policy debate GLYPHOSATE

Organisers expand their network and build
communication, negotiation, advocacy skills

European
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have the following rights?

In fact, all citizens of the EU Member States are “citizens of the European Union” since 1993. Do you know if, as an

The right to participate in a Citizen’s Initiative, a request signed by at least one million EU citizens inviting the European Commission
new policy measure

'tl‘l_llldf'
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235 ¥ A Evolution 2023-2020 (comparison with Flash Eurobarometer 485, February-March 2020) Commission




ECI project in

Rennes, France

Presentation on the ECI as a tool for policy making
City organised participatory workshops on 6 themes
Call to citizens to propose own ideas

Voting to select initiative to develop further
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romote the
Cl (in brief)

Spravy | 11.jal 2024 008:30 | 3 min.¢itania
Zastavit kruté zaobchéddzanie s kofimi, ale aj zdatfiovanie
extrémneho bohatstva méZete aj vy. Zapojte sa do tvorby
zdkonov EU

V poslednych eurdpskych volbach zaznamenali vo viacerych eurdpskych

European Commission £ @EU_Commission - Jul 5

Over 1 million EU citizens have supported the call to end shark finning and
the trade of shark fins.

We commit to stepping up action at EU and international level.

Check our response to the European citizens’ initiative: ‘Stop Finning -
Stop the trade’ &

#EUTakeThelnitiative

Our reply to

"Stop Finning -
Stop the trade"

[ ___EUropean
injtiative citizens' initiative

europa.eu
European citizens’ initiative

Q 3 0 20 Q 124 i 198K

3

Digital promotion and Media

European
Commission

#EUTake
Thelnitiative

European
Citizeny'

tnitiative

Follow us: ECT Official Group )
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How we Publications (print and digital)

1.0 B SN S0 it

promote the R e
ECI (in brief) B *

Uinitiative ditoyenne suropéenne est un instrument de démocratie participative
donnant aux cioyens européerts le pouvair de fagonner les politigues européennes.

(&) rape 4 FAITES VERIFIER VOS
DECLARATIONS DE SOUTIEN
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EU:s medborgarinitiativ
Ditt verktyg for att forma EU-politiken

ec.eurapa.ewcitizens-initiative
B #EUTakeThelnitiative

e Citizens’

; e T EEE European
Events in Member States initiative



The educational
toolkit

Teachers can use the Educational toolkit
“‘EU Democracy in Action’- Have your
say with the European Citizens’
Initiative” to introduce students to the
topic of democratic participation in the EU.

The toolkit includes:

 Manuals for teachers and students,
including videos and interactive
exercises

e 4 units in all languages



https://citizens-initiative.europa.eu/eci-school_en

ECI
Communicators
Network

ECI Ambassadors
National Contact Points
Europe Direct Centres

AL Curopean
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Presenting:
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Initiative




ECI Advocacy
Handbook

Created for local and regional actors
The handbook includes:

* Updated facts, figures and key
messages

 List of (digital) resources and
where to access / request different
language versions

* Images and videos for social media

RAM Curopean
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* Initiative




Eurapean
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European Citizens’

Initiative: Advocacy
Handbook

|,

At a glance: Welcome to the European Citizens' Initiative (ECI) handbaak
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How you can
get involved!

Use the ECI Advocacy Handbook - spread the word!
e Share information on the ECI with your citizens

Share the Educational toolkit with secondary
schools

Recommend an ECI Ambassador organisation
 (Contact: SG-ECI-COMMUNICATION®ec.europa.eu
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mailto:SG-ECI-COMMUNICATION@ec.europa.eu

Share your
experience
with others

Spread the word = Let us know! - Invitation to a gathering in Brussels
(by 13/01/25)
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J O | n an d fo “OW u pd ate S O n : European Citizens’ Initiative Official Group <

* European Citizens’ Initiative Official Facebook group
« #EUTakeThelnitiative

 ECI Newsletter — Subscribe to the newsletter (europa.eu)
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/eciofficialgroup/
https://citizens-initiative.europa.eu/newsletter/subscribe_en
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Please fill in
our post-

event survey
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https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/satisfaction_LRA
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/satisfaction_LRA
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